ISSUE ELEVEN 2011

Shipping
&MARINE

The magazine for maritime management

Rising
from the
deep

Tom Chant talks to Will Daynes about
the dramatic changes occurring within
the superyacht market

COMING OF AGE

What opportunities will the
development of the electric
ship bring?

SAFE JOURNEY

The safe transportation of
wind turbines is under
increasing scrutiny

FRESH INSIGHTS

Joining forces with universities
can help with technological
advances

Total

transshipment

One of Belgium’s
largest Ro-Ro multipurpose terminals
Constantly investing
in its equipment,
services and
infrastructure
Celebrating a decade
of unrivalled service

80

www.shippingandmarine.co.uk

The year 2011 marked the tenth
anniversary of the establishment of Antwerp
Euroterminal: “The company, a joint venture
between the Grimaldi Group and the Belgian
stevedoring company Mexiconatie, was first
formed to support the Grimaldi vessels that
called on Belgium at the time and were
deployed on the Euro-Med Service,” explains
Carlo Cinque, manager of Antwerp Euroterminal.
“The location of Antwerp was chosen not only
for its historical maritime significance, but
also its geographical position and its built-in
transportation infrastructure that sees road,
rail and sea traffic meet in one place. Ten years
down the line it has been universally agreed
on by all concerned that this choice was a very
good one indeed.
“Within two years of the company being
formed Grimaldi Group’s deep sea trade vessels,
those linking Europe to countries in South
America and West Africa, had begun entering
the port and using the terminal. This growth
has in turn seen the terminal expand rapidly in
size, evolving from one that possessed 200,000
square metres of surface space with 600 metres
of quay length to one that today boasts over
one million square metres of space and 1600
metres of quay. In addition it also houses
two 8000-square metre covered warehouses
designed to store weather sensitive goods like
wood and paper.”
Antwerp Euroterminal is a multi-purpose
terminal in every sense of the word: “As
well as handling new and used vehicles
(cars, vans, trucks, etc.) the terminal also

supports cargo items such as containers, steel
products, timber and other woods, heavy lifts
and special products, for instance locomotives,
yachts and helicopters to name a few,” Mark
Engels, Quality & IT manager, continues. “In
2010 alone Antwerp Euroterminal handled and
transshipped approximately 633,000 vehicles,
128,000 containers and 137,000 tonnes of big
bulk and project cargoes on behalf of more than
180 different manufacturers and distributors.
These figures alone help illustrate how Antwerp
Euroterminal provides an average workload for
more than 200 port labourers.”
Over the last two years the company
has instigated a number of initiatives and
developments to better improve both its overall
level of service and its facilities: “In 2009, as
a part of a move to receive larger vessels,
specifically those from Grimaldi Group’s newest
subsidiary Finnlines, the construction of a new
jetty at the end of the existing terminal began,”
highlights Mark. “The result of this investment
is a 60-metre wide jetty with an extra 10,000
square metres of surface space that allows for
the convenient loading and discharging of these
larger vessels. In 2010 the company made
further improvements including the renewing
of more than 50 hectares of surface top layer
asphalt, a costly procedure but one that is vitally
important.
“One long running investment that it is hoped
will be introduced in the near future has the
company particularly excited. Having taken five
years of research and development work to
come together, this state-of-the-art system will

Profile: Antwerp Euroterminal

introduce to the terminal an automatic scanning
technology that measures the dimensions of
any incoming vehicle. At present such activities
are carried out manually to determine the
length, width and height of a vehicle, which is
then used to allocate it to the most convenient
deck position onboard a vessel. This particular
automated technology has been proven, with
just raw data alone, to be precise to within no
more than 0.5 centimetres and its introduction
will make Antwerp Euroterminal one of, if not the
only, terminal in the world to feature such
a device.”
When looking at the 12 months ahead, Mark is
notably cautious about the economic uncertainty
currently prevalent across Europe: “While there
is concern about the economic situation in
EuropeAntwerp Euroterminal believes that with
the diversity and strength of the Grimaldi Group

behind it the company can persevere and aim
to keep order volumes level in 2012 with those
achieved this year.
“A core strength of the terminal is its ability
to bring multiple services together under one
roof, offering customers the opportunity to
book any kind of cargo in for transportation and
transshipment. To further its own operations in
the years ahead work is ongoing in the left bank
area of the port to build what will eventually
be the largest lock for sea vessels in the world,
measuring 500 metres with a draft of some
17 metres. Expected to be complete within the
next five years, this new lock will finally allow
Antwerp Euroterminal to accommodate the
last subsidiary of the Grimaldi Group, Atlantic
Container Line, further adding to the terminals
capabilities and cementing its legacy as one of
Belgium’s most important transport hubs.” v

AUTOTRAKKER

In 2006 AET invited
Autotrakker to undertake
some R&D work for an
automated Break Bulk Cargo
Measuring System. By 2011,
Autotrakker had evaluated
a number of possible
technologies, which could be
used to replace the current
manual operations. Finally,
a low-power laser scanning
technology was determined to
offer the best solution. After
the final, successful, test in
July 2011, AET instructed
Autotrakker to commence
with the installation.
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